
6. Searching the iBistro catalogue for books/DVDs/CDs/magazines/audio 
books etc 
If you wish to place holds when searching iBistro, type in your user ID and PIN and 
login to iBistro  

 
 
Or you can just search the catalogue without logging in.  
 
Quick Search 
You can do a quick keyword search of titles, authors, subjects, series, periodical titles 
or general words and phrases with Quick Search. 
1. Type your search terms in the Quick Search box. 
 
2. Click on the drop-down menu and select either words or phrases, author, title, 
subject, series or periodical title. 
 
3. Click the Search button. 

 

1.Type search 

2.Select “words or 
phrase”, title, author etc 
from drop down menu 

3.Click Search 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This will give you a new screen showing you the list of results for that search. 
Brief results screen: 
 

 
 
Clicking on the Details button will give you more information about the item and will 
often give you a “look inside” the book – a summary and sometimes a chapter to 
read online. 
  

 
 
 
Holdings will tell you which library branches hold a copy of the item. 
The call number will tell you whereabouts on the shelves you will find the item. 
Material will tell you if the item is a book or a DVD or a magazine etc. 
Location tells you if the item is currently available or on loan, on hold for someone 
else or transferring between libraries. 
 
 
 



Power Search 
Searching for DVDs, CDs, Large Print items etc using Power Search: 
 

 
 
 
Click on the drop down menu for Item category 1 

 
 
CHRLC is part of a consortia of libraries known as SWIFT so a large list of Item 
categories from all SWIFT libraries will come up to choose from. The relevant 
categories for CHRLC items are: 
Compact disc (for all music CDs) 
DVD (all DVDs) 
Fiction 
Large Print 
Non Fiction 
Picture book 
Reference 
Talking book (all books on cassette or CD) 
 
 
 
 
 



For example, if you were looking for a DVD by the Wiggles you would select DVD 
from the Item category 1 drop down list, and type the word wiggles in the 'words or 
phrase' search box:: 
 

 
This brings up a list of all Wiggles DVDs held by CHRLC libraries. 
 
Browse search in iBistro 
Browse Search allows you to browse author, title, subject, series or periodical title at 
a specific branch library or all of Central Highlands Regional Library branches. 
 
Click on Power Search 

 
 
Click on Browsing 
 

 



 
 
Clicking on the drop down menu next to the library box allows you to specify which 
library service or which library branch you wish to search. 
Type in the search term that you wish to browse and then click on the author, title, 
subject, series or periodical title box below to start the search. 
 
 
The results will list all the hits for those subjects that contain the search term you 
chose. The number listed on the right indicates how many titles on the subject are 
held at the library you chose.  
In this case Ballarat library has 46 items on the subject yoga. By clicking on the word 
yoga the items will be displayed. 
 

 
 
 
Additional search tips 
Another way to search for CDs by a particular artist: type in the name of the artist 
plus the phrase ‘and cd’ using Quick Search 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Another way to search for a DVD title: type in some words from the title of the DVD 
plus the phrase ‘and dvd’ 

 
Another way to search for an item in Large Print type in the title or the author’s name, 
plus the phrase ‘and large print’ 
 

 
 
The same search strategy applies to searching for a particular book by a specific 
author You can combine search fields such as titles, authors and subjects by adding 
‘and’ between the search terms. The field “words or phrase” needs to be selected. 
E.g. Searching for John Grisham’s “The Runaway Jury” 

 
 
 
 


